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SERMON 


MID DLETON 


| Appointed by Proclamation to be obſerved in a moſt 


| Printed for . Rogers, at the Sun againſt St. Dunſtan's 
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-STON V. 
in the County of Oxford, 


On Wedneſday the 19th of January, 1704. | | 
Being che i 


FAS T- DAY 


| | Solemn, and Deyout Manner, Sc. 


By WILLIAM OFFLE T, MA. 


Prebendary of Lincoln, Rector of Middleron-Sroxy, and 
late Fellow of King 's-Coll:ge in — D 
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To 1 +n AE th 
Right Reverend Father i in 6 0 5 


WILLIAM. 


Lord Biſhop of Oxford. 


My LORD, 


CInce your conſtant þ Fe in Par- 
liament, does ſo -unavoidably oblige 
F you to be for ſome time abſent from 
your Dioceſe ; 1 thought it might be an 
acceptable Inſtance of that Duty and Ser- 
vice I owe to my Dioceſan, at this diſtance _ 
to acquaint your Lordſhip , That in O- 
bedience to Her Sacred Majeſty's Com- 
mand, the late appointed Faſt was Solemn- 
130 and . obſcry'd * your Cler- 


RV 


— — — 


*EvrisTLE 


Pariſhes in gene OV 
has been in particular Solemniz 


whof e 4 Scent 5 Ac 


= 


- Middleton-Stony, 
Fan, 29th. 17 


4 


bedient Servant, 


MI D D DL ETON-STO NY. 


PS, for © aß derable Time FE: Reſident 
among Jou, and obſerv d) our Religious Con- 
ſtancy and Diſpoſition to frequent God 8 Holy Church, 
and upon all ſuitable Occaſi ms, to wait upon Him in bir 
moſt Sacred Ordinances ; | I could not but Publiſh it 4 
in this Manner to your Commendation, as well as to my A 
own particular Satisfaction; who have had (upwards of 
_ Fourteen Years) the Great Care of your Souls Epiſco- 2 
pally committed to me. And ſince it is My indiſpenſt= 
ble Duty to Watch for your Souls, as He that muſt x, 112 
one Day give-an Account ; 1 ſhall ever labour to ver. 17. 
promote ſuch Holy Offices of Piety and Charity, that your 

Love towards God, and one another, may for ever 
flouriſh and abound. It was not without ſome Concern 

that J ſaw many of you under ſuch Fears and Diſorders, = 
2 yon ions = cope in the n 22 1 


3 ee 
* / 5 
S 
* ol as 


God, That it may have the bleſſed Effedt of raiſing youx 


1 


©. the Day of the appointed Faſt 3 when the Terrible Noiſe 


and Violence of the Wind prevented, not only you that 
were then preſent from hearing Divine, Service, and 
giving your wonted Attention to-God's waſt Holy Mord, 


durſt not venture out, as they intended before the Storm 
aroſe, to Joyn with us in the Publick, and Solemn Exer- 


15 ul likewiſe kept many Aged Perſons at Home, who 


diſe of Faſting and Humiliation, , Upon, this, Account 
| J have Publiſp d this Plain Diſcourſe, that you may 
Read over and conſider that which you could not bear ſo | 


_ diſtinfly Deliver d for your Edification: And I Beſeech 


Hearts and Minds, to a conſtant and ſerious Acknows- 


ever and ever. 


Mi dadleton- Stony F 3 
k ENS, Wes - 8 We” ; * 
Jan. 29th. 1701. „„ . 
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ledgement of God Almighty's Power and Providence, f. 
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T many Years are 


one by, les ann, MY] 


moyed to Ariſe in Judgment, and Afflict this 
Nation of ours, as He has lately done; . 
e hore Bl; N oy! Wrat er 4d e MY» 


je he Great Wind, which * "then blow'd ſo furi- * Feb. 5th. 2 
=_ on the Earth, tho' it was for ſome time dread- 1698. 7 
, Jet the Terrors which we then were filld with, ,* 5+ 
— not ſo aſtoniſhing; nor the Loſs we then ſuſtain d, _ 
comparable to that which our aubapp ion now gr 
under; ; having felt the ſaddeſt Effects of God — — ; W 
Providence, in he late mighty + Storm an > + New, 262, 
God knows, had we, the ſinful People of this 1793. — ol 
Kingdom, been ſo well diſpos d, as to have made a 8 
Religious Uſe of that Warning Stroke which was ee 


us at the firſt, when the Stormy Wind fulfill 4G Com- | = 
ment, and puniſh'd us ſeverely ; It might poſſibly have © 


proy'd the happy Inſtrument to have warded off this — 
ſecond Blow, and Inelin'd our God ro have ſpared his 1] 


RY and not given them over to the Rage and Vio- | 2 


__ * : Ne F _ * * ; C ; 5 


— 4; — 33 . a 
1 


r By ſome Accounts heretofore given, we un erſtand, 
e 1 hat the Earth only was expos d to the Fury of the fob 

- mer Great Wind ; but in this laſt, and moſt Violent Storm, | 
dite faddeſt Relations of Miſery and Deſolation have ber 
tranſmitted from many of this Kingdom; and ve 
sre ſeverely convinc d, that both tlie Land and Sea haye 

| been Shaken and Tofs'd together. How are many of our 
Countrymen and Friends fallen! How are many ancient 
| ra” which had ſtood the Stiock of ſeveral Ages, 

* o return d and leyell'd with the ground! The Sach 
Fuss only ſerving as Monuments to the Memory of 
thoſe who were fo unfortunate, as to meet Death in 
the late Storm; and are now number d amongſt the 


| "Tie Power "ol 4 Providence f God Lo 97 cc 


Sin, who were Ki by the  downfal 7 ; their ne 
ho Habitations. 2 we 
Hlo are the Mighty fallen! He bass many: of out 
1 Sea, together with many able and of 
Stiga Sailors, periln d in che devouring Deep / Whilt Wl '* 
ol many ally peg "Fearing been e and Stavd t 
V nnen 
134 ib Strength an! Glry. 7 v2 we s 


| Come near then; Ae beta & it nothing + you, ally 


1 dee 2 * Behold; joe, and ſeriouſiy conſiuen + Was ever 
= Sorro lilg to this Sorrow, which we of this Nation ur 


N 47 dergo 2 hat Native of this Real „ whoſe Heart is . 
3 entirely Chriſtian, as well as. Engliſh, can in this Dq ch 
- | of Humiliation and Faſth , be cold or careleſs in his De- 'Y 
VvVvVotions ? Can our 5 of tenderneſs and compaſſion non I 1 
=_ _ fail, when ſo many Widows and Fatherleſs' are leſt v bi 
Ex make Lamentation in our Mues 8 
 _ Howſoever ſome looſe, unthinking Men, in  cheir I & 
1 paſſions a Prejudice may be hurried away, and re- ty 
edle paſs: over theſe late ' Fudgments; which — ; 
 befall'n a Nation in a very ſurpriaing Manner yet D. 


* N that N as are here preſent bee an 
u; . 


15 9 Free ew: 75. 76. e 
50 * their Hearts aright 70 ſeck the — es 4 


in this appointed Day, and with * Faſting. ad with” Tl „ Us; 
Weeping, , and "with Mo ing, to. Turn. now even tothe . 


Lo ow; Gods For be: 2 fwd a Miketh „ 


ger, and of great kindneſs, and repenterh him of the evil. 
Tho! God in 2 er hath 1e the Inhabirants of 47; 
this Nation, He will. upon thcir hearty Repentance,heal - 


them again: Let none of us then, in the leaft faint 


in this Time of Tryal, nor Diſtruſt the mighty Power 
of God to Salvation; But in 7 of God's 
great and gracious Works, now eonfeſs with che Roy- 4 | 
b Plalmiſt, That G0 Herb wender: aud bas: declar'd '+ 255 5. = 
his ſtrength among the People : The Waters ſam thee, O GO — 
the Waters ſaw thee : They were afraid; the Depths allo •˙P]⁵ 
were troubled. The clouds poured out: Water, the Shies _ 
{ent out a ſound = thine: Arrows alſo went abroad, the vice MW 
of thy Thunder war in the Heaven : the: Lightuings light-. „„ 
wed the World, the Earth trembled ant ſhook. Tly wa is 
in the Sea, and pan is the yo. Waters, Oy 9 Kt 
ſteps are not known... e 
So great and e ens are che Works of God! 
how terrible are his Judgments which he ſends amongſt * | 
the Children of Men Theſe allicall daily upon us, to 
conſider, "why, and to what end they are ſent: Aud 45 
Cod grant we may Al ſeriouſly at this time appl7 
them; leſt God ap cauſe. the Wind Pts ayes 7 4. 


riſe to: ts N br, and finally 'accompli 


tuin and deſtrinfion, which is-already: begun Ds krel. 18. 32. oY 
bis Creatures; As the Prophet ſpeaks. ' The Sacred  _» 
ir rn in many places, Alike 4 how unwilling | 08 
that any of the Sons of Men ſhou'd come ro, 2? 


ſuch Are ends, as to be ſuddenly deſtroy d by Death  _  _ 
And to awaken us the more to à Senſe of our preſe rr 
Duty, that we in particular might not remain careless 
and e in the * of that moſt ya 1 
3 2 | 2 fe 
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; © able Service which we owe to God at all times, but 
mamore eſpecially at ſuch a time as this, when we have 
frleeceiv'd ſo many Melancholy Inſtances of his Power 
and Providenee; God has been Graciouſly Pleas'd to 
ditect the Heart and Mind of his Anointed Vicegerent, 
«© our Sovereign Lady the Queen, To enjoyn this Solem 
© Faſt; that the whole Land might at one and the ſame 
time Mourn for Publick Provocations, and depre- 
e 17.4 Cate futute Judgments : And not only ſo, But God 
5 e Wind , . | : op y 3 
a: enrreamh himſelf alſo ſeems more immediately to Summon us up 
| High wen the to the Holy Duties of this Day, by reminding us of 
IF 44 oe our late Miſeries and Troubles; whilſt. at this very 
Lad. of this Moment He cauſeth the Weſt Mind to blow vety Fu- 
 Churchintime riouſly again upon us. Oh !. that our Repentance then, 
of Divine Ser- Eid e e | 5 Fang peg | 
vice; ſo that aud Humiliation, © might have ſuch a Bleſſed. Effect at thi 
a great part time, as to prevail with God to. Ariſe and Rebuke the Wind, 


| telle, that there may be a Calm; that Deſtruction may no lon- 


* 


Sears, and re- ger continue in this terrible Manner to Threaten the 

ie mo i Earth, and Terrify us that are here more immediately A- 

great Conſter. ſembled together in God's Sanctuaryto call upon his Name, 

na% n. which is Great, Wonderful, and Holy. O God, hear us, 

| _ 9 ekt ce and Remember not againſt us former Iniquities, or the 
__» * Tniquities of them that were before us: Let thy 

tender Mercies ſpeedily Prevent us, for we are 

- - © brought very Low. Help us, O God of our Salva; 

tion, for the Glory of thy Namo; and deliver us, 

and purge away our Sins for thy Name's ſake. | 

O let nat the Lord be Angry! and we will once 

more beg of thee to ſpare thy People, and let thin ] 

Pfal. ver.. Anger ceaſe from us: We acknowledge, O Lord, That | 


727. the Stormy Wind hath fulfid thy Mord.; Righteous alt 
p 46. ver. Thou in all thy Ways, and Holy in all thy Works : Where. 
2... © fore we will continue to Praiſe Thee, and will not fear . 
any longer, Though the Earth be remou d, and though i 1 
- 3** Hills ſheudbe carried into the mid(t of the Sea ; For noi | 
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wt © cverithat truſted! in Thee have been Confounded, This 2/2. 34. ver. 
ve was Pious David's Confidence in the days of his Sor. *** 
ver rows and Sufferings ; and it ſerves to keep us all at this 
to 7 Day from diſtruſting the Providence of God and in 
"WM the midſt of Judgments, thus quietly, to ſtay in this 
m Houſe of Prayer, and implore the Mercy of the 4bnigh- 
me i ey, That all this Wind, and all theſe: Storms, which 
re. no blow under Heaven, may go over us, and not 
od leave any freſh Marks of Ruin behind them, either 
up © upon Us, or our Subſtance in particular; or upon this 
of Nation in general: Lord hear our Prayer, and let our © © 
ery ll Cry now grin e T 101 Oe a 
Upon all Occaſtons,. we find the Prophet David was 
UN Religiouſly diſpos d ro Addreſs the Throne of God's 
his Divine Majeſty with Prayer and Supplication: And we 4 
1% may throughout all his Sacred Hymns, perceive that 
on- his chiefeſt Delight, was to have the Conſideration of 
the . God's Power aud Providence always in his Thoughts, 
Al. whilſt the Praiſes of God were in his Mouth: Thus in 
; this, and the preceeding Pſalm of my Text, he calls 
us, upon all Creatures with him to Celebrate God's Praiſe, 
the and Magnify that Almighty Power which preſides over 
by the whole World +. In the firſt part of this Divine Song, 
ate Celeſtial Bodies, The Heavens, Angels, and all the Stars Ver. S 
5. f Light, are exhorted to Praiſe God ; the like is after: 


— 


1 
e 
3 
£ 508 . 7% 8 N 
„ > 
» 


us wards enforced upon Terreſtrial Beings; ſuch as Pra- ver. 3, 8,-9, + 
gons, Deeps, Fire and Hail, Snom and Vapour, ' and ſtormy o. 3 
nce Wind. Nou that theſe Creatures, void of Reaſon and 

int Elocution, ſhould be exhorted to perform the duty of 

hat BY Praiſe, and declared to fulfill God's Word, may ſeem 

an ſtrange perhaps, and no leſs than a Paradox to thoſe - _ 

re · ¶ who do not conſider; That thePſailmi/'s Exhortation here, 

fear is only more and more to ſtir up and provoke- Ratio: - | 

e nal Beings, who want neither Tongues nor Language, f 


one to. Praiſe God. Thus when the Prophet elſewhere men- 
1 5 5 a . tions 
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; fal. 19. J. 


tions, That the Heavens Declare the 'Gloty of God, he 
wou'd have us underſtand nothing more by that Ex- 
preſſion, but that the Heavens, and all that beautiful 


Frame and Order which is ſeen to be reſident in the 


Works of God's Creation, are as ſo many Notices of 
Gods Power, Wiſdom, and Goodneſs, which are eſſential to 
bim: For whilſt. we all look up, and contemplate: the 


Rule and Order of thoſe glorious Bodies which are 
above, what due meaſures and certainty they Keep in 


their ſeveral courſes and operations; we cannot rati- 
onally infer, that ever ſuch harmony and agreement 
ſhou'd commence, and be produced by any Blind, and 


 meerly natural Cauſe, which is wholly uncapable of ſuch | 
exact Number and Order: But we muſt Attribute all 


this to a more ſublime and All. ſeeing Cauſe, which is God 
Bleſſed for ever; Who in his Infinite Wiſdom hath or- 
dain'd all things, not only for our Admiration, but for 


his own peculiar Glory alſo; and by the Creatures | 


which he hath made and created, both his Mercy in 


ſaving, and his Juſtice in puniſhing of us at all times 


is evidenc'd, when he is pleas d to make uſe of them 
upon either account. Fire and Hail, Suom and Vapour, 
Stormy Mind; yea, all God's Creatures ſhew his Power 


and Glory, whenever he thinks fit to call them forth, 
and employ them in the Earth: And when theſe Me- 


e teors, which are obſerv'd to ariſe ſudileily aud with 
« great Vebemence to ſpend themſelves, do bring ruin 


and deſtruction upon us; we ought to impute the fa- 


ral-Calamiry to our Sins, which have produc'd ſuch 
amazing effects of God's Wrath amongſt us. 


— 


is granted, That private Misfortunes do often 


«< happen to particular Men, and are not at all times 


& intended for the Scourge and Puniſhment of Sin; 


neither are they ſuch Infallible Symptoms of the 


« Wrath 
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whe — Fall-Sermon Jan. 19. 1 1703. 


5 . Wand of God againſt thoſe that hy fall upon: 


But wben a Whole . is Alarmd with the Noiſe 
and Terribleneſs of a mighty friving Wind; and un- 


uſual and diſtracting Fears almoſt poſſeſs every Soul, 
leſt they ſhou'd fall and periſh at every Blaſt, and be 
ee away into the Regions of Death and Darkneſs ; 


when Judgments thus dreadfully flie throngh a Na- 


tion, we cannot but conclude that God is ſolemnly 
Angry, and that the Stormy Mind by his particular 
enen and fufferance bas fulfil d his Word, n 


in Diſcourſing on which. words of. the Plalmift, 1 . 
| ſhall endeayour in the Firf place to remind you of 


thoſe Duties of Religion, which at — we all 


| 4 ſtand. engag d to diſcharge ;. fince the Stormy 

Wind han fo lately fulfill d God's Word Chis Re- 

ot _folurion) ro-puniſh-us-in fo ercadful a manner. 
n OP. 4 Et 

| Secondly ly; F 1 — this n of God's Inferior 

Creatures fufilling his Commands, as they are di- 


5 rtected at all times, 1 ſhall exhort you to the like 


_ practice of holy and heavenly Obedience in all 


ſuitable Opportunies, by _ of _ W as 


n r to be done. 


I 4 to the former of theſe, Iei is moſf certain „That + 


the deſign of God's Judgments is to bring Sinners to 
Repentance, and awaken Mens Conſciences to learn 
and return to their Duty ; That what is ſpoken of by 


Jaiah might be verified: Whes Thy Fudgments, O Zord, E 
are in the Earth, the in habit ants of the World will learn ' 26, 2 . 


Righteouſneſs. A bleſſed effect it is of God's Judgments, | 
when we all, that haue erred and ſtray d from God's ways, 
and have been remiſs and careleſs in Proſperity, are 
better'd, and made wiſer by IM To this Da- 


ff 


an 


II. 
* ww 
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Firſt, That we do upon all Emergencies readily ac- 


knowledge God's Supream Authority and Providence, 
which he hath over all Things in the World. 


Secondly, That when God is pleas'd, either by him- 


ſelf, or to CONnCcUur with Second Cauſes 2 enabling 
. them to puniſh us with the fierceſt execution of 


his Wrath here below, we take it patiently, and 
not Murmur againſt God. E 


Thirdly, That when Judgments have been ſent 
amongſt us, which have deſtroyed many Creatures 
in the Land andin the Sea, we that in this Day 
ſurvive, do never ſorget to bleſs the Name of 


* 


God for our happy Deliverance. 


1. I 
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1. I Begin with this Duty, That we do upon all 
WM Emergencies readily Acknowledge God's Supreme Au- 
thority and Providence, which he hath over all things 
| in the World. And truly this is a Duty, not only of great 
Obligation, but very neceſſary to be enforced, if we 
reflect on the Reaſonableneſs of our diſcharging it our 
ſelves, and the Baſeneſs of all thoſe, who dare to op- 
pugn and deny it. Our own particular obligation to 
yield Obedience to God's Divine Sanctions, and ac- 
knowledge his Power, is ſoon diſcoyer'd, if we do 
but caſt an eye back, and look upon our firſt Original 
and Extraction; The Duſt, and Clay, and Earth, which 
God Animated, and Inſpired with Life and Motion: 
Of this David informs the Careleſs, and the Ignorant 
Ones, in this manner: Know ye that the Lord he is God, pſaim 106: 
It is He that bath made us, and not we our ſelves; we Vr. 3. 
are his people, and the ſheep, of his paſture. In the : 
Lord Fehovah is Everlaſting Strength; as ſpeaks the 7. 26. Ver. 4 
Evangelical Prophet. And though we cannot preſume 
to make any daring Enquiries into the great Myſteries 
of Religion; nor are we able to comprehend in our fi- 
. nite. Capacities, What is the Height or Depth of God's 
unſearchable Goodneſs and Power: Yet we are enabled by 
the guidance and aſſiſtance of Moral Duties, and Re- 
veal'd Truths, to diſcover ſome clear Notices of God 
and Providence; How that he x A/-ſuficient, and that 
nothing leſs than Majeſty, Dominion, and Strength 
d Everlaſting, are Divine Properties peculiar to God, and 
Eſſential to his Divine Nature and Godhead. © | 
Among all the Sacred and diſtinguiſhing Names and 
ic {Ml Titles, which the Holy Ghoſt, both in the Old and 
New Teſtament, hath given to God; The Lord Feho- 


> (© cor: w — . Wy YM tfyYg * * nd vS * 


y vah is interpreted by the moſt Learned Comments, ve- 
of ry emphatically and ſignificantly to expreſs the tranſcen- 
dent Excellency of God's Majeſty, and that unchange- 


able 
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able Conſtancy which dwells with God for ever andever. 
It imports his Being in and of himſelf, and giving Life 
and Birth to all his Creatures; The Everlaſting,Unchange- 
able, and Omnipotent God. If at your leiſure you Read over 
the 95th. Pſalm , you'll find it a Divine and Noble Pa. 
raphraſe upon God Almighty's Power and Providence: And 
to Imprint an Acknowledgment of it the Deeper upon 
our Minds, our Holy Church has appointed that Hymn, to 
Celcbrate God's Praiſe withal,at every Return of Morning 
Prayer; when we are call d upon, To Sing unto the Lord, 


and heartily to Rejoyce in the Strength of our Salvation. 


And now, ſince God ib ſo Great a God, and doth at 
all times manifeſt his Providential Care over us, To 
whom then ſhou'd we flee for Suecour in Time of Need, 


but unto the Lord our Maker? The ſupport and An- 


chor of the Soul, which no Storms can force a. 
way; whoſe Kingdom is got to be Shaken; neither can 
any thing Alter his gracious Promiſe to Save his Ser- 
vants that Truſt in him. He wound, and He heals; 
He caſts down, and raifeth up again; 'yea, He kills and 
makes alive. This Conſideration ought to beget in us an 
awful Dread and Reverence for his All. ſaving Name, and 
cauſe us readily to own his Supreme Power at all times. 
Neither is this Duty of Dependance upon God, only 


neceſſaty to be practis'd by us, in regard that he is a · 


ble to do all things of himſelf-; But in regard alſo, 
That He hath made, and ordain'd Glorious Bodies in 
the upper Regions of the Univerſe; and has made all the 
Material World, in which are various and Second Cauſes, 
which God, when it pleaſeth him concurs with, and | 
grants them Commiſſion, either to Bleſs or Afflict the 

Earth: By them God ſometimes thinks fic to rouze up 


and awaken Sinners, and he gives many ſenſible To- 


kens of his Preſence ; ſo that all they who will not be 
mindful of his Mercy, which he ſo liberally deals forth - 


— 
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? the Earth, at the Voice of his Thunder ſhall be afraid, when 

e God (as of late) by ſutprizing Inſtances of his Power, 

. commands an acknowledgment of it, which ſome even 

K dare to queſtion, and boldly to deny. But however 

7 others preſume to Treat God and his Providence after 

d a moſt ſhameful and looſe Manner; yet let us eſteem it 

n both our Duty and Intereſt to honour and reſpect God 

o according to his Excellency and Power; That we may 

7 not at any time be liable to receive the Portion of the 

V Wicked, which is very terrible; according as we find 

Y it related by David in theſe words, — God ſhall Rain ſl. 11. 6. 
It Suares (Plagues) Fire and Brimſtone, and an borribleTem- 

o % upon the Wicked : this ſhall: be the portion of theirCup. 

, How do the Sins and Provocations of a Sinful and 

1- Rebellious People, oftentimes provoke God to puniſh 

1» 2 Nation, and to daſh one Creature in pieces againſt 

" another; and to create Confuſion in this World e And 

r. tis a Melancholy convincing Token, that God's Wrath 

3 is kindled in good earneſt, when he is forced, as it 

1 were, by his ſevere Puniſhments, to extort from us an 

n WF Acknowledgment of his Providencte. "I 

d The Earth Shook lately (as of old it is recorded to do 

. in the Prophet's word 9 and trembled; the foundations Pſal. 18. 7, 
y alſo of the Hills mov d, and were ſbaken, becauſe God wass _ 

1 Vath. There went up a Smoak out of bis Noſtrils, and 

, Fire out of his Mouth devoured : Coals were kind'd by it. 


in He how d the Heavens alſo and came down, and Dar- ver 4 | 
ic %% was under his Fre. n | 
s, And He rode upon a Cherub, and did flie : yea, He did yy, 10 

die upon the Wings of the Wind. © FC 

10 In this Terrible Manner God has been many times 

hon ro Execute Judgments in the Earth; and by 

o- Concurring with Second Cauſes, and Impowering of them 

be to fulfil his righteous Commandments; to call back Sin- 

in ners to Repentance, and to try the Faith and Patience of 


nc the Righteous. And this leads me to G „ 


” Ro 
. * 
* 
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2. The Second Duty which obligeth us at this time 
in particular; which is this: That hen God is pleas d, 
either by himſelf, or to Concur with Second Cauſes, en- 
abling them to puniſh us with the fiereeſt Execution of 
his Wrath here below, We take it patiently, and not 
Murmur againſt God. And here, the Examples of for- 
mer Times, in the patient Sufferings of better Men than 
we are, may help and aſſiſt us in the performance of 
this ſo neceſſary and Religious a Duty. In this Book 
of Pſalms, we meet with many Inſtances of Davids 
patient bearing, not only thoſe Miſeries and Sorrows 
which God more immediately ſent him from Heaven 
himſelf, but thoſe alſo which by the Adminiſtration of 
Second Cauſes beſell him often, and cruelly handled and 

alice him. oO Cote lis Eoin te Ew 
Jan. f. 11. Te have not only heard, ſaith the Apoſtle, of the Patience 
b Job, but you may find a large account of it, in that 


Ji. Book which carries his Name: In the beginning of it ö 

I | ve meet with a very ſorrowful and afflicting Inſtance of : 

, Providence, which befel that holy and Great Man, and it , 

1 Ver. 19, 20, is in this Day very Applicable to our preſent Conſidera- ; 

5 tions, now we are met together in ſo folemn a manner; . 
x "where we underſtand, that Fo#'s laſt and greateſt Afflicti. 

on, proceeded from a Terrible Wind, which threw down . 

the Houſe, and Kill'd all his Sons and Daughters: An Afﬀi- ; 

ction, that needs muſt carry along with it Lamentation and |} 

Great Weeping ;ſuch as conſtantlyattendsupon. Tender 

Parents, whilſt Fathers and Mothers ſorowfully ſigh for | 

their Children, aud Mourn, and will not eafily be Comfort. 

ea,, becauſe they are not; becauſe they are Dead, and fr 1 

ever in this World hid from their Ejes. Let all this un- t 

ſpeakable Sorrow Fob carried with wonderful Sub- } 

- miſſion, and Reſignation of himſelf to God, 0 

It is certain, That Murmuring and Railing at Het + 

ven for Misfortunes that happen vato Men, doth A y 
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ne become any that profeſs Chriſtianity; neither doth it 

d, alleviate our Miſeries, but rather cauſe God to Cha- 

5. ſtiſe us more Severely. In natural Diſcaſes; tis obſet va- 

of ble, that the more reſtleſs and unquiet we behave our 

ot ſelves under them, the more our Miſery increaſeth, 

I and our Recovery is render'd more Dangerous: Whereas 

at by Patience, a skilful Phyſician's Preſcriprions., by the 

of Bleſſing of God take place, and the threatning Malignity 

IK of the Piſeaſe ſoon abates; and is quickly remoy'd : 

's A quiet and ſubmiſſive Behaviour under any fort of 


Pain, be it never ſo Sharp and Diſcompoling, will make 
cn it leſs grievous, by taking the Mind off from continu- 
of al complaining, and'preventing a Man from applying 
id WF all his Thoughts to the Anguiſh and Miſery of his pre- 


ſent, and ſorrowful Condition. 


ce In like manner *ris dangerous for us in our Spiritual 

= Sickneſſes ſent us from Heaven, to Murmur and Complain : 

lt God is the Great and beſt Phyſician of Souls; and for ought. 
owe know,: theſe bitter Trials, which we now lie under, 

un may be Salutary , and prove (as the moſt unpalatable 

& Phyſick to Natural Bodies) healing Medicines,: and the 

ſ; Souls ſpeedy Reſtorativeees. F111 208 

i God's Power is Sovereign and whatever He enacts 

Vn and determines ; ſhall come to paſs; ir is our Duty to 

i receive, and quietly Submit our Selves to him, that 

11 Wl Knoweth and Judgeth what is beſt for us- Tho our 

ct God is known to be a gracious God, and Father, who 

N Created us all; yet he never will Indulge us ſo far, as to 

T grant us ſuch a Toleration, that we may purſue whar . 
ſeems moſt to gratiſie and pleaſe our Carnal Imagina- \ _ 
. tions, in Tquaring and modelling out a Government 

b- here below, as we think fir, and as we wou'd have it. 


Our Thoughts are not God's Thoughts, neither (as He de- |. 

clares) are our Ways his Ways : And be our pretence 

1 what it will, and our Appeals to Conſcience never - 
N a 5 . | loud 
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loud and importunate , yet will not God allow us the 
Deſtructive Liberty of Doing that which is Lawful and 


Right in our own Eyes; and of interpoſing in the leaſt 


with his Almighty Authority and Providence: But 


God will ſo far extend and maintain both, that he will 
exerciſe Mercy and Judgment according to his own good 
Pleaſure. Let our Lot then be what it pleaſeth God to 


ſend, it is our Duty to attribute the whole Diſpoſal of 


* 


his Will, not our Will be done. 


it to Him: Hie js the Lord, let bim do as he pleaſeth ; 
But after all, will not ſome ſay, That there is a 


particular Power belonging to -Inferior Beings, by 


1 Pet. 5 8. 


e Virtue of which They 


may, and often do Miſchief 


eto this lower World; and therefore they think it no 


Crime to Murmur and Curſe the Authors of their 
of Miſery ? The Devil zs,by St.P eter,deſcrib'd, as a Roar 


& 


* he may Devour ; and he hath his Infernal Agents to 


s aſſiſt him in carrying on the Enlargement of his King- 


Fph, 2+ 2» 


« dom of Hell and Darkneſs. Again, St. Paul ſtiles 
“ him, The Prince of the Power of the Air, from whence 


' < ſome haſtily conclude, That he, and his Miniſters of 


* Darkneſs can do what Miſchief they pleaſe in the 


- 
ea 


Earth, by Raiſing of Storms and Tempeſts, and hurl- 


Plague both Man and Beaſt. 


ing about the moſt dreadful Meteors, to affright and 


'Tis not denied, but that the Devil and his Aſſocia: 


tors, Solemn Leaguers and Covenanters, have a large and 


_ Uſurp'd Dominion; and when the Chriſtian Religion firlt 
began to dawn and appear in the Earth, he had ſo Infatu- 


ated and blinded the Eyes of many deluded Wretches, 
That ſeeing, they could not perceive, nor by hearing under- 
ſtand: By theſe Wiles and Stratagems the Devil had 
extended his Dominion very far, {o that he was thence 
call'd, The Prince of this World: To whoſe Altars the Gen- 


tiles 


ing Lion, going to and fro in the Earth, ſeeking whom 


8 
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tiles did Sacrifice : and many pompous Proceſſions were « Gr. 102 


Glutton which he ſaw afar 9 
us, that would come ſrom thence. 
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made in Honour of him by the Rebel Multitude , that, 
in defiance to Chriſt and his Goſpel adher'd to him 4 
ſo that he is ſtiled, The God of this World alſo by St. 
paul, in his Second Epiſtle ro the Corinthians. Yet none 
of theſe high Appellations, and diſtinguiſhing. Chara- 
Qers given to the Devil, do inveſt him with that un- 


2 Cor. 4 Po 


controulable Sovereignty and Power, which many vain- 


ly aſcribe to him: For he is no more the God © of this | Hier 5G 

« World, than Baal was the God of his Devotees and ver. zz. 
« Worſhippers ; Or the Onions and Leeks and Dogs, were Nut 1. 
&* the Gods of the Egyptians , in reſpect of that Homage N 


and Service Which Idolaters, and Sinners perform 


* towards him. The Devil is call'd the God of this 
“ World; That Supreme Being, and no other, which 
they ſeem to acknowledge and allow; a mere Phantom, 
* and a God only framed by their Wild. Fancies, and 
* moſt Superſtitious Imaginations and Practices. 
Neither is the Devil at any time Stil'd The Prince 
of the World, in reſpect of any Independent Power and 
Authority, which he hath ſeparate from God Almighty, Rom 9 5: 
who was before the Creation, God bleſſed for ever; who hath 
ſer Bounds ; and a Great Gulf is fixed, which the Devil 2 = 
cannot paſs himſelf; neither (as Abraham tells the Rich 
oft in Hell) can any paſs to 
All the Power that Satan hath, is by permiſſion; and 
tis certain he can Range no further than thoſe Chains Ver. 6. 
will ſuffer him, which the Apoſtate Angels, (as St. Jude 
ſpeaks) which kept not their firſt Eſtate, are reſerv'd in 
under everlaſting darkneſs. © E 
We find in the Goſpel of St. Matthew, Satan is call'd ,, „2 
the Prince indeed of Devils, and he doth govern Legion, Ver. 24 26. 
for they are many who are Liſted under him: But none CES 
are Subject to this Arab Rebel, except they firſt _ 
. e Dark—- 
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God Conſider d, . 


ouyer to him: Neither can he touch any of our Gooch 
here, nor ſpoil 


permits bim, as he did once to enter into the Herd , 
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It would be too tedious and melancholy a Reflection at 


* t u | | | 
I this time, to call back co our remembraice tho! many King- 
1 i 


doms and Conſtitutions of Government here om Earth, which 
have been totally ſubverted and broken in pieces for thbi- 
Rebellions and Sins; when God has caus d a ſwift Deſtruction 
to paſs upon them, ſo as to lay them waſte and deſolate; and 
has put the inſatiable and bloody Sword of Revenge into 
the hands of inveterate and profeſs'd Enemies; and made 
even UJurpers, and the moſt wicked Princes to triumph more 
than Conquerors us d to do, over a diſtreſs a Nation and People: 
The Eternal Purpoſe of our God's Secret Counſel are con- 
ccal'd and hid from us, whilſt by Evil Inſtruments, and the 
moſt ſurprizing Judgments, he thinks fir to correct and pu- 
niſh us: Vet in the midſt of all thoſe Dangers and Sorrows, 


us with Ruin and Deſtruction, this is matter of ſome con- 
ſolation, That none of our Enemies can wound or hatm us, 
without God's eſpecial deſignation and permiſſion. - 


When that Lying Spirit went forth to bring to paſs the Fall 
of Ahab, King of Iſrael, we underſtand he could not enter- 
7 prize the Bloody Work, which 4ha4's Sin had brought on, 
before God ſufferr d him zo go and become a Lying Spirit in the 
d Bi Mouth ef all Ahat's C 
* By reaſon of Sin God gives a Nation over to Puniſhment, 
%a yer very unwillingly; For he hath no pleaſure in the death 
d and deftruftion of the Wicked: He would not have any periſh, 
n i but chat all might ſhare in his merciful Deliverance and Pro- 
section, and be ſaved both here and hereafter. 

, Nor is God's Power and Providence only known, when 
> © cbreat and Terrible Judgments befal Mankind, but they are 
„ao diſcoverable and made manifeſt, when leſſer Calamities 
than Blood and Slaughter, and a. fearful Overthrow are 
brought upon the Stage of this World: Be the Miſery great 
or little, which happeneth amongſt the Inhabirants of the 


I Earth, it comes by God's ſole Power and Permiſſion ; for ex- 
Amos 3. 
V. G. 


cept the Lord pleaſe, no Evil can enter the City: Yea, ſhall 


there be Evil in the City, and the Lord hath not done it > Which 
„ 5 FBF intimates, 


vhich more immediately encompaſs us about, and threaten 


1 Kings 
22 chap. 
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intimates, That God is the great Arbitfator of things here Ml | 
below, and can by the ſeveral Inſtruments of his Power, ei. Mi 
ther bleſs or puniſh the Earth, according to his good ple. Miko; 
N „ I Ot og T4 g ITED Ir 
_ Wherefore then, let this Conſideration keepus from mu. 
muring and cenfuring, whenever worldly Misfortunes d 
happen; for it is vain preſumption, you hear, 'for-any ont 
to {attribute any Independent Authority and Power to the; 
5 Devil, which is not firſt and originally appertaining to God. 
a The Devil can cauſe no Hurricase, nor raiſe any Tempeſt, e; 
cept God firſt give him Liberty, and a Commiſſion to er. ot 
cute Wrath and Violence: What more vain and ſinful, thu as 
for any one to think he quatrels not God, nor (inſults lde 
Providence, when he murmurs at Afflictions which are ſeit, on 


| EO and* curſeth the Prince of 'Darkneſs, tbe Devil, us the foleih1z 
Author of his Miſery 2 Oh do but hearken and conſider WW 


— Be the Cloud of our Aſſliction never ſo full of Hortor and Dail- | 
neſs, yet God, by virtue of his Omnipreſence, may be in the 

Cloud; far be it then from us to approach tod near ir, cſpcc 

ally with murmuring and complaining. 
What tho the Calamity of ibe Jempeſt continue to be till vey Wl 

great, yet let not any thoughts ariſe in us, but ſueh as my l 
help and aſſiſt us in the great and important Work we are no 
em ploy'd in, of Faſting and Praying to God for his Mercy aud Ik 
pfl 135 Deliverance, We are aſſured by the Pfalmiſt, That wharf Pers 
Ver. 6,7. ver the Lord pleas d (as in the Caſe of Mael) that did bein eri 
"Heaven and Earth, in the Seas and all deep places. He cauſe! ict: 
Vapours to aſcend from the ends of the Earth, he maketh Light" en 
»ings for the Rain: He bringeth the Wind out of hu Treaſurits, et 
out of thoſe Secret Places Where they are referved ; to 1i;-Mſlor 
nific, that God hath them ſolely at his Command; and i ſive 
God lock up the Winds, the Earth will be quiet, be the De 
vil, and thoſe in OLE with him, never fo reſolute ſor 
bent rodeſtroy us: If God but ſpeak the Word, Satan mull ebe 


Mut. 16. retire behind him: If he ariſe and rebuke the Wind; and i A 
Ver. 23 Sea at this time, there will be a Calm: nd God grant ther te 
Fer 46. a be: ;/for Thr eee her 
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Let it not ſo much as enter our thoughts, that the De- 

il's Power is ſo deſpotick and abſolute, as to tempr us 

azinſt our own Wills ; for if we perſevere in the exerciſe 

nd practice of Holy Duties, and reſſſt him, as we ought this I 7: 
hay, he will flee from n. 8 | 


by * 
- 


| need not tell you, That as long as you are in this 
Norld, you are expoſed to Temptations, and in danger to 

e troubled on every fide; daily experience teacheth you 

lis: My Bufineſs therefore is, to exhort you in the mean 

ime, 70 humble your felves under the mighty hand of God ; and , p,, , 
jot to forget to bleſs and praiſe his Holy Name, that he Ver. 6. 
4 ſpared ſo many of his People from Deſtruction, that 

hey may live and rehearſe what great things God hath 

lone in the World. Which is a Duty I come in the Third 
ee OS 

That when Judgments have been ſent amongſt us, which III. 
have deſtroy d many Creatures in the Land, and in the 
Sea, we that in this Day ſurvive, do never forget to 

blefs the Name of God for our happy Deliverance. 


Inthis World, where the Judgments of God are promiſ- 
touſly ſent and ſcatrer'd abroad, it is rarely known, That 
ll have eſcaped their Severity, but that more of leſs num- 
ers of God's Creatures, have from time to time fallen and 
friſh'd under them: And therefore the Calamities which 
kfal others, ſhould teach us ſo to eſtimate and value our 
wn Safety and Preſervation at all times, as to cauſe us to 
xthankful, and acknowledge that Providence of God, which 
lone reſcu'd us from preſent Death. It is certain, that De- * 
herances from Eminent Dangers do at all times challenge 
ur Publick Returns of Prajſe and Thanks; it being of the 

rd 's Mercies alone that we ace left alive this Day, rzhus 
thonour his holy Name and hi or“ | 
And ſince we are in Charity engaged to put the beſt In- 
erpretations, and to ſpeak well of the Dead, we will not 
terefore (as the manner of ſome is) rejoice at the wa Et 


& 


20 The Power and Providence of God Conſider d, &c. 


x and Sorrows of our Diſtreſied Brethren, and ſay, that they 
| periſhed in the late Storm and Tempeſt tor their own particu. 
lar Sins and Offences : 'Tho' ſuch terrible and ſurprizing [n- 

' {tances of Providence are generally the Portion of obſtinate 
and perſevering Oitenders-; yet none ought to be poſitiye 

and judge raſhly : For who (beſides God) can diſcover and 
ſee the Secret Cauſes and Events of Things here below: 
And, for ought that we know, the Godly. and Upright have 
met their ap, ointed Time, and are taken away from more cru- 
el Miſcries which are yet for to come, and freed from that 
Evil Fur iſt ment, which even now. very terribly threatneil 
u 4d, andlieth bard upon un. 


mt 


Such, we are inform'd, have been the Ways of Prov. 
4 57. dence of old, when God complain'd by his Prophet ; 7h 
Ver. 1, the Righteous periſpeth, and no man layeth it to heart ; and 
merciful men (men of Kindneſs or G:dlineſs)' are taten au/ 
none cunſidering that the Righteous is taten away from tht 
Evil to come, or from that which ib evil at preſent. © 
Ihe Fews who thus ſaw the Death of Good Men, were 
not ſo duly affected as they ought to have been, with thoſ 
Severe Tokens of God's Wrath and Diſpleaſure: They wer WW 
ſo faſt link'd in Sin, that they laid none of God's Judgments i © 
to heart, and thus they more and more proyoked God oi 
puniſh them. Wherefore then let us ſanctifie this Appointed 
| Faſt, and by all the humble Inſtances of a Penitent People 
let us manifeſt both to God and the World; that we arc in 
earneſt ſorry for our Miſdoings, and have an awful and 
deep ſenſe of the Judgments which God has ſent down up- 
on this, Nation: Then will the Lord have pleaſure in our 
7% gr. Religious Service this Day, and be ſoon inclin'd to 7efor 
Ver. 3. unto us Beauty for Aſhes, the Oyl of Foy for Mourning, the Gat 
| ment of Praiſe for the Spirit of Heavineſs. © 
Whether God hath lately taken away Good Men, or whe 
ther he hath flain the Wicked, it is our Duty, by many Thank 
givings to God, to bleſs his Name, forgiving us warning) 
the Death of others, to fit and prepare our ſelyes for 0 
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Tf the Wicked, who have long deſpis'd God, and Baſphemed -- 
his great Name, have been ſwept away: Oh! let us now praiſe 
God that our Lot was not with theirs, and that we are not 3 
number d in the Grave with ſuch Tranſgreſſors. 8 
What a comfortable Conſideration is it, that we are yet 
deliver d from ſudden Death 2 which Death, even to the 
| beſt of us all in this World, is certainly very terrible; and 
therefore me are taught to pray unto God to deliver us from it, 
in the Litany of our Sacred Church: And if Good Men pray 
to be delivered from Sudden Death; and tremble at the very 
thoughts of it, how diſmal and wretched a Change may we 
then imagine it to be, when the Wicked are ſlain and buried 
by it > I do not mean Sudden Death, as tis barely the pri- 
vation of Life and Motion; for as ſuch, according to our 
preſent and natural apprehenſion, it is concluded to be the 
eaſieſt Death, leſs wounding than that which is preceded | 
with along and lingring Sickneſs, and with variety of Diſe- 
eaſes; and at laſt ſinks and deſtroys Human Bodies. 
But Sudden Death is terrible, when it ſtrikes men ſo impe-. 
tuouſly, that they have not time, either to ask Pardon of. 
God or their Neighbour, for their former Sins, and Injuſt Deal. 
ing: Such a deprivation of Life muſt needs be ſad and ter · 
rible, whilſt it immediately ſhuts up all in horrible Dark- 
neſs, and hurries away the Soul into that Eternity of Puniſp- 
ment, which is the certain and promis d Inheritance of all that 
die, and are killed violently in their Sins and Treſpaſſes. 
Time and Space to repent and make Peace with God and 
the World, is ſo great a Merey, chat every one is coticern'd 
do pray for it; Since all have ſinned and come ſhort of the Glo- rom. 3. 
ry of God. We have ſtill the Guilt of Adam's Sin imputed Ver. az: 
to us, and Original Corruption is inherent in our Frail Na- 
ture: The glorious Image of God, which at the Beginning 
was imprinted on Man, is defaced and ſullied to that degree, 3 
that all thoſe noble Lineaments which once reprefented - 
Beauty and Perfection in the Creature, are by Sin oblicera- 
ted, and in a manner blotted out; ſo that the whole Creati= 
en groaneth and travelleth in pain; and we ought to prfł er 
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ce eyery Opportunity given to Mankind to repent them of their 
Sins. Oh! that we would in this Day confider the things which: 


— 


A make for var Pede, ere they be hid fromour eyes: It is good 


for us to grow, wiſe, berimes, and not only thus to recount 


the Miſeties and Deſolation which have happen'd of late, 
and to diſcourſe of other Mens ſad Misfoxtunes, but to take 
warning our ſelves by them; conſidering, That as the Spirit 


Je 3, Of God bloweth where it liſteth, in this Sublunary Abode and 
V.. s. Lottery of the World, and that God ſends. forth his Judg- 
5 ments «pon. the Fuſt and Uni uſt, it might have been our Fate 
to have been taken away, and carried along with the Storm, 
and have periſhed in the Earth or the Sea, as many have 
done. But God bath ſpared u; inherefare we wall give Praiſe 
unto him that is alone worthy ta be praiſed. £- — — —— 
Iuꝰ0o this Duty of Thankſgiving to God“ for remembring 
148. Mercy in the midſt of Judgments, we are in this Plalm (as 
l hase already obſervedtoyou) inform?d, chat all the Works 
= Vid. or: of God are exhorted and ſummon'd to attend upon it; An- 
e, gels, Heavens, Waters above the Firmament, Powers of 
mu ee. the Lord, Sun and Moon, Stars of Heaven, Showers and 
oui. Dew, Winds of God, Fire and Heat, Winter and Summer, 
„ «< Dews and Froſts, Froſt and Cold, Ice and Snow, Nights 
and Days, Light and Darkneſs, Lightnings and Clouds, 
Earth, Mountains and Hills, all Green Things, Wells, Seas, 
* Houds, Whales, and all that move in the Waters, Fowls 
* of the Air, Beaſts and Cattel, Children of Men: Theſe 

all are called to wait upon God, and to obſerve his Laws. 


ST 17. From this Conſideration therefore of God's Inferior Crea- 
= tures fulfiling'his Commands, as they are directed at all 
times, give me Leave (very briefly) to exhort you to 

the like Practice of Holy and Heavenly Obedience in 
all ſuitable Opportunities, by doing of ſuch things as 
r ET 


What an Affectionate Concern was God himſelf pleas d to 
exprxeſs for the Obſtinacy and Diſobedience of Judah > when 
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1703. 
he appeabd to the Heavens and Earth, and commanded 


their Attention, whilſt he thus declared I have nou- Ia rs. 
riſteil and brought ap Children, ant! i hey baue rebelled againſt Ver 2. 

we. It is very wounding, yea, it grieves the Righteous 
Spirit of God, to look down from the Fhrone of his Ma- 
jeſty in Heaven, and beholdithe Works of his own Hands, 
his Chilllren by -Adeption and Grace, violating his Laws, and 
breaking in upon his moſt Holy Sanctions and Ordinanees 
doing (in the Apoftle's Phraſe ) deſpite unto the Spirit of h. 12, 


Shall all Things in Nature beſides Man, unhappy 

Man ! be found to weigh heavier in the Balance before 
Gd, and afford · more · regular and due Inſtances of -Obedi- 

ence a t Mae 8 

O let not God complain any longer of us, nor prefer :. 

the very Brute Beaſt to us, for their Dutiful Carriage to- Ver. 3. 
wards theirireſpective Maſters, Vhoſe Bounty aullivhoſe Crib 
they continually ow. IRE 

Let it rather become our eate and ſtudy to exceed In- 
ferior Creatures in Duty and Gratitude to our Lord and 
Maſter in Heaven, as far as God hath placed us above 
them in the Work and Order of the Creation; when he 
endued Man (to Whom he gave the Sacred Impreſs of his 
own Divine Similitude) with a Rational Soul, and au 
thoſe noble Faculties of Mind, which might always enable 
him to look up unto God his Creator, and religiouſly teach 
him to obſerve his Commandmen ss. 

God is pleas d, even before the Sons of Men, to applaud 
the Grateful Actions which the Ox and the Aſs, and other 
Creatures do perform, who are only led by Inſtinct, and 
the Secret Impulſe of Nature: And is not this, think ye, 
Shame and Diſhonour enough for Rational Beings, 70 
whom the Will of the Lord bas been reveal d, who know it, 

and yet do it not; who are continually fed at God's Hand, 

and yet remain careleſs and inſenſible of fo much Mercy 

and Bounty beſtowed upon them?  _- © 
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3 Let then this Conſider tion go: from xhis Place along 4 


_  withryou; and hen you chance to ſee how Inferior Crea- © 


teures (our Sheep and your Oxen) are ready to hearken to 


Vour Voice,;/angzown you for their Maſters: Think with } 
your ſelxes hec much more you all ſtand obliged to ac- I 
knowlegde the Power and Providence of God, and only to di- 


your Lord and your Gi. 7 SEE, 


| ect your Prayers to him, your Great Maſter in Heaven, 


To whom withGodthe Son, and God the Holy Ghoſt, be given 


hy 


| all Honour and Glory, now and for evermore. Amen. 
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NA Imighty God, wha delighteſt not t eres zeve the Children of Mn, 
yet a Wiſe and Gracious Fat er, doſt chaſten every Son 
whom Thou receiveſt , Bebold with tender pity all thoſe who 


77 
them not murmur or repine, ſeeing it was thy Doing, 0. 
are always righteous, though they are a great depth; Be Thou the Com. 
forter of thoſe who are caſe down, O thou God of Conſolation, and male 
uß their Temporal Loſſes by Spiritual Advantages, and by future Bleſ- | 
2 of his Wirld, as vie felt nien or convenient fo them x nl 
fo fand to all of us both the Mercies and Fudgments which Thou ſend- | 
eff, that at length we may be made. happy in that Perfect State, -which \ 
is not ſubj ect to Time or Chance; *where we . ſhall ſin no more, be 6 
more diſquieted, and die no more, hut emer into that Everlaſting Reſt, 
vhich thou haſt promis d, through Feſus Chriſt our Lord. Amen. 
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